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A.  Some Adire Eleko Symbols (motifs) and their Names Among the Yorubas

 

  
Fig.1: Waya (wire) it comes from 
electrification materials and belongs to 
skeuomorphic (Man-made object) 

Fig.2: Oga (Chameleon): It has transformative 
power, and it belongs to reptilian species. 

 
 

Fig 3: Oka baba (Guinea corn) it is in foliages 
and belongs to the group of floral motifs 

Fig 4: Ododo (flower) that beautifies homes 
and locations and   belongs to floral  

 
 

Fig 5: Walaa (Slater)- This is Islamic slate 
belong to skeuomorphic (Representation of 
man-made object. 

Fig 6: Adan (Bat)- is associated with mystical 
p ower, i.e to the Yoruba. Belong to 
zoomorphic symbols or motifs 
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B.  Repeat Pattern of Adire-Eleko Symbols (Motifs) and their Names in Yorubaland
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Fig 1: Sekere (Gourd rattle) - Is a musical 
instrument in Yoruba land and belong to 
skeuomorphic (Man-made object)  

Fig 2: Oobe  (Bat)- this is identifiable  and 
symbolize the mystical power of women 
known affectionately as “awon iya wa’ 
[aje]-witches 

 
 

Fig.3 Kokoro [Key]Object for opening locked 
doors and it belong to skeuomorphic [man 
made] 

Fig.4.Igi-oye [chieftaincy tree) used for 
chieftaincy installation among the Yoruba 
people and belong to floral motifs 

  

Fig 5.Afara [Bridge] Is a taste of   among the 
Yoruba,made for easy crossing of vehicles 
and pedestrian It belong to skeuomorphic 
[man made]. 

Fig 6. Ogongo [Ostrich] is associated with 
leadership to the Yorubas. It is the King of 
birds (Baba eye). Belongs to zoomorphic 
motifs 
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                       i. Sekere       ii. Ogongo    iii.  Kokoro   iv. Igi oye     v. Afara   vi. Oobe 
                    (Gourd rattle)          (Ostrich)          (Key)           (Chieftaincy tree)            (Bridge)                (Small bat) 
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